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died Victims to Fupiter: 'Latialis, * But 
it ſcerns this was an antient Rite - how 
then could any one refuſe his'own Eife | 

or his Child's; to appeaſe the Wrath of 
an angry Deity ? Saturn, it Nas faid, of 

old Times, bore ſuch a Spiiè and Ha- 
tred- to his Son Jupiter, that for this 
Reaſon his Worſhippers fltniced their 


ou. Infants, to render him ꝓropitious: 
And the Carthaginians, itſeatis} becauſe 
they had been beaten by Agathocles King 

of Sicih, imagined | that Saturn was diſ- 
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merous Examples of noble and iuſtri- 
ous Youths ,thathave diſtinghiſhed thein- 
ſelves in the Annals of old Rume. It 
would be in vain to multiply Inſtances 
of this Nature, that are fo well known, 
_ andſo repeated in the Hiſto- 
ries of that wite and brave' People. i 
| ſhall, therefore, content myſelf with that 
ſingle one of Qintus Curtrus, that dared? 
to plunge himſelf into the Bowels of the 
_ gaping Earth (for ſuch was the Will of 
Heaven) to fave his admiring Country- 
men 2 Spot of Ground, that was then 
ſunk in the middle of the Forum, < — But 
2 bnce ſach kind of Sacrifces 18 
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long fince aboliſhed ; what fine Oppor- 


tunities are loſt to many a modern Ea- 
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ccaſion, to offer up his. precious Life 
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Country ?, Such of Vi f 


44 


the Pyblic Kere; . 


nd gallant Sen mens, 


Whereas, in Pagan Countries, even; to. 
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(laying afide their natural Timidity) give 
cheir Bodies to be burnt, or be burie 

alive with che Remains of their deceaſed. 
Hyſbands. | And fo inflexible are they 
in this" their horrid. Purpoſe, that the, 
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bt — on thoſe only, h had 
the Happineſs to be born in an Heathen. 
ountry, and lived in thoſe bleſſed Times 
when Britain, as well as Nome, was 
ſtill Pagan. What a miglity}-Conves 
nience would this be thought now, to 
ave the divine Preſcience ever employed 
in ſolving the Doubts and Difficulties 
that perplex Mankind, and leading them, 
as it were, by the Hand, through the 
_ intricate Mazes of human Life ? How 
many Difappointments in Love and 
 Aimbition were prevented, when Advice 
was given e Heaven gratis; and 
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What Chriſtian Prieſts with 


thoſe Fortune tellers of old; who, if - 
they ſtill dwelt among us, how much 
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What an excellent Engine were this, 
moreover, in the Hands of a pr-me 
M-n-r, could he pretend to confer, like 
Numa, with the Goddeſs Ægeria in pti- 
ple believe, that their T-x-s were of di- 


vine Impoſition? — Mighty Uſe, i 
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that. in Truth, I am for worſhipping/ 
, —yet the Uſe of peculiar Cere- 

d to the Worſhip. of 
Idols, hath, 1 confeſs, ſomething ſtrik- 
ing in it; and though a Paul may have 
condemned thoſe Things as unnatural, 
that were practiſed in the Heathen. Tem 
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And this DD me to my laſt and 
principal Argument againſt Chriſtianity 
(let what will be planted in its Stead) 
namely, that the Severity of this Inſti- 
tution cramps. our lawful, becauſe na- 
tural Deſires, checks our ardent Love of 
Pleaſure, abridges us. of our Liberty, 
and denies us what we feel to be beſt and 
| fitteſt for us. It is Inclination that ge- 
nerally controuls a Man's Will, and no 
leſs effectually determines his Judgment. 
If then Religion forbids what I am 
paſſionately fond of, or injoins, on the 
other Hand, what I hate and abhor ; 
you may talk what you will of its ex- 
ternal or internal Evidences, and aſſert 
that Revelation carries with it, all the 


moral Certainty, that the Nature of the 


Thing is capable of; yet, for all this, it 
will be Siffcult to ſuade me, that 
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c confidering the Circumſtances, to be 
either good or evil; that warm De- 
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it to be an Impoſture. On the contrary, 
when a Doctrine is agreeable to Senſe, 


| ſuppoſe, for Inſtance, that a community 


-of Women, whether Wives or Maids, 
is lawful; this, as it is moſt defireable, 
10 are its Proofs eaſy and natural. Eſpe· 


cially fine Tindel has taught us (P. 33) 


that Injoying a Woman, or Li 
«after her, cannot be faid, wi 
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Nature, cannot be criminal, When 
. purſued after ſuch a Manner, -astends 


«to promote the mutual Happineſs of 
9 the Parties Suppoſe-their a young 
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h "TEE which gives me Pleaſure, 
or good, that puts me to Pain. And 
the Reſult is, that if the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion teaches what is found to be ſo diſ- | 
_ taſteful and repugnant toFleſh and Blood, 
it then requires but one Step more to 
overturn it in my Opinion, and to prove 
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tive. Shore, touches at ſome unknown 

Port, and there finds at his Landing a 
| Bevy of beautiful young Creatures, rea- 
dy to do him all good Offices, in Obe-. 
dience to the Voice of Nature, that de- 
lights 3 in the Multiplication of the Spe- 
Cies; What Man (though married) 
could refuſe, i in ſuch Inſtances, to comply 
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Prieſts may reach n if Fs 
pleaſe, in Hopes to deter us from fol- 
VP our Inclinations; but. it- is  caly 
They, 3 ved Tindal,: who 0 alls 
upon ſo much þetter Grounds, 10 And is 
te 1t reaſonable to believe, that an all- 
« wiſe and gracious Being is ſo fond of 
i * Things, that he ſubiects his 
92 2 8 * Chi- 
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11 Children to ſuffer even in this Life on 
« their Account? But if God will not 
have Men puniſhed in this World, 
4 and much leſs in the next, upon Ac- 
« count of Things indifferent, they can 
c never be _ 8 415 55 ane, 

p. 106. 

That ſuch Things as are here eben a 
X are, in themſelves, ndifferent, we 
may judge better from the Practice of 
thoſe wiſe and good Men, the Heathen 
Philoſopers, than from any ill grounded 
Notions or miſtaken Cuſtoms of our 
on. For they, upon a Viſit or any the 
like Occaſion, generouſly lent their 
Wives for their Friend's Uſe, whoſe. 
Content and Happineſs they valued at a 
much-higher Rate, than the Chaſtity of 
Women, though their own Boſom-Com- 
panions. Nor was any of them back - 
ward in returning the Compliment, 
when it eame to bis Wife's Turn; by 
which Means, a general good Under- 
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quaintance. There was ſomething ex- 


tremely hoſpitable in this Way of treat- 
ing a Man both at Bed and Board: And 
no ſooner had the Gueſt ſatisfied the Call 
of one Appetite, than the good Wife 


was ordered to be ready to ſatisfy the 


other alſo. And this they might do, 
with as little Offence to their Maker, as 

their Friend: Who, as he can require 
nothing of us, but what makes for our 
« Happineſs ;- ſo he can forbid us thoſe 


« Things only, which tend to our Hurt: 


« (Tinaal,. p. 12) And, therefore, it 
0 unayoidably. follows, that noth 
« be a Part of the divine Law, but what 
« tends to promote the common Intereſt 

and the mutual Happineſs of his ratio- 
* nal Creatures. QE. D. — Nothing, 
indeed, can be clearer than this Kind of 
Reaſoning; but then it is mighty diff 
cult, on the other Hand, to get rid of 
inveterate Prejudices, and to-ſhake off a 
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Thus, for Example, a poor Man, that 


tchemſelyes. 
that is hired to aſſaſſinate, or that malici- 
ouſly ſtabs his Neighbour; thowgh 1 it be 
- done in the Dark, au withr” never fa 
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ty; and the Influence of Free- 
thibking (if it was general) would be 
felt in "almoſt every ſceial Duty of Life. 


had no Conſcience to diſturb him and 


prevent his helping himſelf, might cheat 
and defraud another ſecurely upon this 


Foot; 'which would really be a mighty 
great Convenience tohim, if he could pro- 
vide for his Wants in this Manner witk 
Impunity. It is unknown, indeed, whit 
In infinite Number of ingenious Tricks 
Mien might hourly put upon one ano- 
ther, if they did not ſtand in Awe of 
Whereas; now, 2 Villaih | 
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— is a great Misfortune, confider- | 


| have, oben it would be ſo caly " get 
Lof in this Manner, : without their ever, 
2 the World acquainted with it. 
What if an amorous Gitl ſhould have an 
iul-ngtured Parent, that might be ſo un- 
le as to croſs her darling Paſſi- 
ſbe ſhould; love, juſt 
this Caſe, who 
can blame her, ſo ſhe can 5 evade 
the Laws, of the Land by her. A ddreſs 
and Secrecy, if the ſhould. prefer the 
young Lover, and give. the old Man his 
Nuietus, for ſtanding in her Way?— 
And what. * hinder all Per- 
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. am ſorry to ſay it, but it is a Fact 

that no body can diſpute, that looks 
at all into the Writings of the preſent 
Advocates for Chriſtianity, and obſerves 
where they lay the main Streſs of the 
Argument ; namely, that we, the Ene- 
mies of the Chriſtian Religion, are 
conſidered by them as the Enemies, 
likewiſe, of Mankind; becauſe, for- 
ſooth, we are the avowed Patrons of 
re, as well as the ſtrenuous Aſ- 
ſerters of Liberty and Free- thinking. 
Under this Colour the Abettors of Bi- 
gotry and Superſtition would willingly 


make us incur the general Odium for 
unſettling 


oy, lent us proper Objects and Capacities. 
With this View, we are not, I conf; - : 


(e 


en (as. they call 15) and a 
_ rupting Men's Principles, and: intend- 
ing, thereby, to introduce an univerſal | 

 Licentiouſneſs of Manners,» But the 


Truth is, we mean only to reſtore Men 


to their natural Rights and Privileges, 
which Pricſtcraft would ſo injuriouſly 
deprive them of; and labour to give ” 


| them the free Enjoyment of thoſe inva- 
luable Bleſſings, which are the Bent of 


our Nature, and for which Heaven has 


very ſcrupulous in fixing the Bounds 


of Right and Wrong, nor do we make 
long Harangues to perſuade Men to ſub- 
mit their Paſſions and Appetites to the 
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8 b Voltaire ſays, that M. Paſeal, in his Letters, 
charged the Jeſuits with a Deſign of the ſame Nature. 


His Words are theſe: On tächait dans ces Lettres 


de prouver, qu ils avaient un deſſein formè de cor- 


rompre les hommes; deſſein qu aueune Secte, aucune 
1 & n6 peut avoir; 5 
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Dictates of coke 9 (ſor who is 
ſufficient for theſe Things ?) no, this is 
not our Province. The elevated Ge- 


nius of a modern Free-thinker diſdains 


to ſtoop to ſuch dry and beaten Topics, 
as are fit only to make Men ſleep in 
a Pew at Church, and to depreſs the 
But we think it, nevertheleſs, a very 
ungrateful 'Return from any Part of 
Mankind, that when we would re-in- 


ſtate them in preſent palpable Felicity, 
as well as reſcue them from the Danger 


of threatened Miſery, they ſhould treat 


us for this (with the Epicureans of old) 
upon the Footing of brute Beaſts ; and 


degrade us from our exalted Station of 
ing (and living) freely, to the Con- 

dition of thoſe Animals, which, as 

Salluft faith, : | 


Natura prona & Ventri obedientia finxit. 
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